April 15, 2006

Times-Prgss
Ledters to the Editor

A5 | sal al last Tuesday's (April 11) Common Council meeling, | Gouldi'l help companng i with
e huge “Wa-Mar™ meeting two weoks earer. The size of the crowd and thee dedicalion
displayed that nighl wee undeniabie proof that paople will show wp and speak up when
something they care deeply about is on the agenda,

Bul 1'd ke 10 encourage the clizens of Harford 'o tum out even when the "Wk isswe ol
specifically listed. Sometimes it will come up anyway - as it did briefly lasl Tuesday, when one
counci member asked about the Wal-Mart “timeline " Thisis a entical issue and we have to
watch it much more closely

Who knows? Maybe more consistent citizen oversight would have spared us hearing same of the
sirange conmurenis made by certain of the council the night of the Wal-Mart meeting. after
AsCussion was closed. Withoul worry Lhal anyone In the audience could challenge or question
whal they sad. several of our elected officials offered opinions about the current dispule. Jacki
Lokken o#d about the “informal survey” she 1ook while collecting the 50 signatures required for
er LG Nie gleCiion papen s, 15 she saying thal casual conversalions within one homegenized
reighborhopd constiute a valid representalion of her entire district?

Kathieen Islan mentioned she was tired of driving “all the way” 1o West Bend for one or two
e, (Does she need lime management 1Hs7?) Mayor Henke stated that “they” (Wal-Mart?)
woulde't gel his dollar. Does that mean il's OF fur b (o back @ project Imesponsitie in 5o many
ways, nol jusl for Hanford, but for the larger communily end the environment as well?

And against all commenly accepled views that one |efier written represents the views of many
maore than just the wriler, one alderperson (| couldn see his name tag) tried to make e case
that “silence is consent.” He said he was willing 1o sccopt Marilyn Raschka's assertion that she'd
Collecied --in barely over 3 week -- nearty 1000 signalures apposing the projecl. He was alse
aware nat the vast majonty of the nearly 200 people attending the masting were against the
fan. In spife of that, he poinled oul thal there were about 7000 voling age adults in the area,
and perhaps we should be thinking more serously about the wishes of the 8000 supposediy
unrepresented thus far. Folks sitting in the hall outside the chamber just looked at cne ancther in
amazement. (Not to mention thal the ensuing election pitting pro-Wal-Mart candidate Graef
against anti-Wal-Mail candidate Ziemer In District 3 resulled in Ziemer's elechion And in four
days ol campagning as a write-in against Bistricl 2's Jim Core, Marilyn Raschka got a third of
the vates cast!)

But he worsl, bolh i lerms of anogance and 1N0EghIESSNess, were commeanis by former mayor
James Cove in his “you canl stop change” speech, He repeated ihe concept in several ways —
bal the botlom line was always “it's none of our business” what Wal-Mart's wage scale is. "It's
none of our business® whether Wal-Mat's employees have heallh coverage or not. (Oh, reaily7?
Whi pays fof Badger Care? And didn® we l@am thal the single langest group using this
lax-payer funded scrvice i3 Wal-Marl employees? Bul its none of our businesa? Who could
believe these were comments from a formar mayor -- someone who certainky should have
deaper fealing for struggling clizens, hard-working people who could well lose their living wage
jobs shouk! Wal-Man open, Shame on you, Mr, Core. Shame.

Heads up, Harlfard. This isn't ovar yel. Wal-Man isn't the bargain it prelends to be. It's time o
add in all the “hidden cosis™ The only conclusion you can reach? I's nol worth id'* I1°s time 10

SAY MO!



